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Himachal Pradesh; Two dead in landslide in Shimla,
101njured |nB|Iaspuras busfallsfrom brldge

SHIMLA, APR 28:
Two people were Kkilled
here on Sunday when an
SUV they were travelling in
got trapped in the debris of
a landslide in Shimla's
Rohru area, police said on
Sunday.

In a separate incident in
Bilaspur district on Sun-
day, around 10 people were
injured after a Himachal
Road Transport Corpora-
tion (HRTC) bus slipped
fromabridge, they said.

The landslide in Rohru
subdivision occurred on
the Hatkoti-Tiuni road
where two vehicles got
stuck in the debris, the po-
lice said.

On receiving informa-
tion, teams of police and
the district administration
reached the spot and ex-
tracted the two bodies from
the SUV.

Shimla Superintendent
of Police (SP) Sanjeev Ku-

o ol W

mar Gandhl said the rescue
operation is underway and
further information from
the spotis awaited.

The bus accident in Bi-
laspur took place near
Ghyal village after the dri-

ver Iost control of the vehl-
cle. Around 25 passengers
were travelling in the bus,
the police said.

Police reached the spot
on information and res-
cued the injured passen-

gers theysald

Seven injured people
were to AIIMS Bilaspur,
while three others were ad-
mitted to a community
health centre in Markand,
they added.

Aam Aadmi Party claims Election Commission has
banned party’s Lok Sabha poII campaignsong

NEW DELHI, APR
28: The AAP on Sunday
claimed the Election Com-
mission (EC) has imposed a
ban on the party's Lok
Sabha campaign song, 'Jail
ke jawab mein hum vote
denge', stating that it
shows the ruling BJP and
central investigation agen-
ciesinabad light.

There was no immediate
response from the poll
panel to the AAP's claim.

Addressing a press con-
ference, senior AAP leader
Atishi said, "It is probably
the first time that the EC
has imposed a ban on a
party's campaign song."
According to the EC, she
said, the song shows the

ruling party and investiga-
tion agencies in abad light.

"The song does not men-
tion the BJP and does not
violate the Model Code of

S = "
Conduct. It includes fac-
tual videos and incidents,"
she added.

Atishi, who is also a
Delhi government minis-

ter, accused the EC of not
acting on poll code viola-
tions committed by the
BJP.

"I the BJP does dictator-
ship, it is right. But if
someone talks about it,
that is wrong. This shows
that democracy is in dan-
ger. I want to urge the EC
to acton the (poll code) vio-
lations committed by the
BJP and not stop cam-
paigns of opposition par-
ties," she said.

The AAP's over two-
minute campaign song has
been penned and sung by
AAP MLA Dilip Pandey.
The song was released at
the party headquarters
here on Thursday.

Siddaramaiah orders SIT probe over alleged sex scandal
involving H D Deva Gowda's grandson Prajwal Revanna

BENGALURU, APR
28: The Karnataka govern-
ment has decided to forma
Special Investigation Team
to probe an alleged sex
scandal involving Hassan
MP Prajwal Revanna.

Prajwal is the grandson
of JD(S) patriarch and for-
mer Prime Minister H D
Deve Gowda.

He was the NDA candi-
date in the Hassan Lok
Sabha constituency, which
went to polls on April 26.

The JD(S) joined the
NDA in September last

year.

"The government has de-
cided to form a special in-
vestigation team in connec-

Re-
obscene video
case," Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah said in a post on

=
tion with Prajwal
vanna's

'X"on late Saturday night.

Obscene video clips are
circulating in Hassan dis-
trict, where it appears that
women have been sexually
assaulted, the chief minis-
tersaid.

"In this background, the
Chairperson of  the
Women's Commission (Dr
Nagalakshmi Chowdhary)
had written a letter to the
government to conduct an
SIT investigation. This deci-
sion has been taken in re-
sponse to their request,”
Siddaramaiah said.

Uttarakhand forest fires: IAF helicopter assists infire-
fighting for second day, blaze doused in many areas

DEHRADUN, APR
28: Thefirefighting opera-
tion in Uttarakhand's
forests with the help of an
Indian Air Force (1AF) he-
licopter continued for the
second day on Sunday with
the blaze brought to control
in several areas, officials
said.

Efforts have also intensi-
fied to extinguish the rag-
ing forest fires in the state,
especially in the worst-af-
fected areas of Nainital,
Haldwani and Ramnagar
forest divisions, forest offi-
cials here said on Sunday.

The forest fires are gradu-
ally being controlled with
the flames already doused
in many areas. The fires in
Marora and Khanana civil
areas in Maniknath range
of the Narendranagar for-
est division have been com-
pletely extinguished, they
said.

The forest blaze in Naini-
tal and adjoining areas is
gradually being brought
under control after the de-
ployment of an IAF heli-
copter for the firefighting
operations on Saturday
morning, Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami said
after reviewing the situa-
tion in the Kumaon region
on Saturday night.

According to the Indian
Air Force, a Mi-17 V5 heli-
copter has been deployed
in Nainital and surround-
ing areas to douse the
flames.

Apart from the 1AF heli-
copter and Army person-
nel, Prantiya Rakshak Dal
volunteers and homeguard
personnel have also been

roped in to help in the fire-
fighting operations, Ku-
maon Commissioner
Deepak Rawat said.

Additional government
vehicles, two each for the
three forest divisions, have
been provided to rush fire-
fighting teams to the af-
fected areas, he added.

Help from locals with the
involvement of forest pan-
chayat officials is also being
taken as they are the first
responders to forest fires,
Rawat said.

Forest department per-
sonnel are going from vil-
lage to village in the hills to
raise awareness about for-
est fires, Garhwal DFO
Anirudh Swapnil told re-
portersin Pauri.

Loudspeakers are being
used to spread the mes-
sages. People are being
asked to report any forest
blaze immediately to the
authorities and not to burn
garbage in the open or

carelessly throw burning
cigarette butts or bidis in
the forest areas, Swapni
said.

People are also being
asked to report to the au-
thorities if they catch some-
one setting a fire in the
forests, he said, adding that
any person reporting such
aviolation will be rewarded
by the forest department.

Legal action under the
Forest Act 1927 will be
taken against anyone
caught setting fire to the
jungles, he added.

Burning forests in order
to obtain fresh grass for
their cattle is a widely
prevalent practice in the
hills of Uttarakhand. The
chief minister has can-
celled the leaves of forest
department officials until
the fire situation is com-
pletely brought under con-
trol.

Leave applications of for-
est department personnel

will be considered only in
case of medical emergen-
cies, Dhami said.

Forest officials said the
IAF helicopter collected
water from the Naini and
Bhimtal lakes in a Bambi
bucket and poured it over
the burning forests of the
Pines, Bhumiadhar, Jy-
olikot, Narayan Nagar,
Bhawali, Ramgarh and
Mukteshwar areas.

The bucket can hold up to
5,000 litres of water at a
time.

As many as 31 fresh inci-
dents of forest fire were re-
ported from various parts
of the state on Friday, de-
stroying 33.34 hectares of
forest land, according to of-
ficials.

The fire that broke outin
the forest near Nainital
took a horrific form on Fri-
day, posing a threat to the
residents of High Court
Colony. Italso affected traf-
fic movementin the area.

PM NarendraModi fighting imaginary ghosts, should
Issues in Cong manifesto: P Chidambaram

debate 'real’

=)

NEW DELHI, APR
28: Taking a swipe at
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, senior Congress
leader P Chidambaram on
Sunday said the PM has
imagined a Congress mani-
festo written by one of his
ghost speech writers and he
should debate the real is-
sues included in the docu-
ment.

Chidambaram's remarks
come amid repeated at-
tacks by the prime minister

over Congress leader Sam
Pitroda's 'inheritance tax’
comments amid the row on
the issue of 'wealth redistri-
bution'.

ADVERTISEMENT

"The Hon'ble Prime Min-
ister continues to discover
and read in the Congress'
manifesto words and sen-
tences that are not there!
He has imagined a Con-
gress' manifesto written by
one of his ghost speech
writers," Chidambaram,
who was the chairman of
the committee that drafted
the Congress manifesto,
said.

The phrase 'inheritance
tax' does not occur any-
where in the manifesto, the

former finance minister
said in his poston X.

"The Congress' promises
on taxation are quite clear:
Bring an era of trans-
parency, equity, clarity and
impartial tax administra-
tion of Direct Taxes; Main-
tain stable personal income
tax rates for the term of 5
years; Lessen the burden of
tax on MSMEs," Chi-
dambaram said.

He further said that the
Congress promises to end
the duplicitous 'cess' Raj of
the Modi government and
shopkeepers and retail
businesses will be given
significant tax relief and
GST 2.0 will be introduced.

"Itis disappointing to see

the Hon'ble PM fight imag-
inary ghosts. He should de-
bate the 'real' issues in-
cluded in the Congress'
Manifesto," Chidambaram
said.

In astatement on Thurs-
day, Chidambaram had
said the "manufactured"”
controversies on 'redistrib-
ution of wealth'and ‘inher-
itance tax' showed that fear
has gripped the BJP, which
has fallen back on distor-
tion, falsehoods and abuse"
as 'Modi ki Guarantee' has
vanished without a trace.

Chidambaram had as-
serted that the document is
religion-neutral and
promises justice for all sec-
tions of the people.

BOSTON, APR 28: Nearly 200

ers. It was unclear how many of those

tentsand canopies on Friday night with

Palestinian group, but the group and its

United States: Crackdowns at four college protests lead to nearly 200 arrests

protesters were arrested Saturday at
Northeastern University, Arizona State
University, Indiana University and
Washington University in St. Louis, ac-
cording to officials, as colleges across
the country struggle to quell growing
pro-Palestinian demonstrations and
encampments on campus.

More than 700 protesters have been
arrested on U.S. campuses since April
18, when Columbia University had the
New York Police Department clear a
protest encampment there. In several
cases, most of those who were arrested
have been released.

At Washington University in St.
Louis, the campus was locked down
amid protests and several arrests were
made Saturday evening, according to
campus police and updates on the uni-
versity website. Jill Stein, the Green
Party candidate for the 2024 presidential
election, was among those arrested,
along with her campaign manager and
another staff member, a spokesperson
for the campaign said. It was notimme-
diately clear how many people were ar-
rested.

Earlier in the day, at Northeasternin
Boston, protesters had set up an en-
campmenton the campus’s Centennial
Common this past week that drew more
than 100 supporters. The administra-
tion had asked the protesters to leave,
but many students did not.

Around dawn Saturday, Massachu-
setts State Police officers arrived at the
encampment and began to arrest pro-
testers, putting them in zip-tie hand-
cuffs and taking several tents down.
They said they had arrested 102 protest-

arrested were students, but the univer-
sity said students who showed their uni-
versity IDs were being released.

A Northeastern spokesperson, Re-
nata Nyul, said the demonstration had
been “infiltrated by professional orga-
nizers” and that the “use of virulent anti-
semitic slurs, including ‘Kill the Jews,’
crossed theline.”

A police officer appeals to Jewish
counter-protesters to disengage with
pro-Palestinian students at their protest
encampment on the campus at North-
eastern University in Boston, Mass., on
Friday, April 26,2024.

Protesters denied both claims, and a
video appeared to show that it was a
pro-Israel counterprotester who used
the phrase, as part of his criticism of the
pro-Palestinian protesters’ chants. In
response to that video, Nyul stood by
her initial comments, adding that “any
suggestion that repulsive, antisemitic
comments are sometimes acceptable
depending on the context is reprehen-
sible.”

After protesters had been removed
from the encampment by police and
then handcuffed and brought into a
nearby building, they moved to block a
nearby alley where police vehicles were
parked. They cheered in support when
one of the arrested protesters — wear-
ing a Northeastern sweatshirt—waved
through the building’s windows with
zip-tied hands.

Alina Caudle, asophomore at North-
eastern University, reiterated the pro-
testers’ demands that the university dis-
close its investments and divest from
companies that protesters view as sup-

[T
porting Israel’swar in the Gaza Strip.

“We want them to divest our money
thatwe're paying for our tuition,” Caudle
said. “Our administration is not listening
tous.”

Caudle said she believed the vast ma-
jority of students in the encampment
were Northeastern students, along with
a large amount of Jewish students and
faculty supporting the protest.

By 11 a.m. Saturday, the majority of
the encampment was cleared. A mov-
ing company had been brought in to
load up the tents, snacks and other
items that had been scattered through-
out the grounds.

The mass arrest at Northeastern was
the second early-morning crackdown
on protesters ataBoston campusin less
than a week. Early Thursday, Boston
Police officers arrested 118 people at
Emerson College after protesters re-
fused to move and formed a barricade.
More than 2,500 miles away, at Ari-

zona State, school police arrested 69
people early Saturday after they setup an
unauthorized encampment, which was
in violation of university policy, school
officials said.

The school said that the protesters
had created an encampment and that
the group was instructed multiple times
todisperse.

“While the university will continue to
be an environment that embraces free-
dom of speech, ASU’sfirst priority isto
create a safe and secure environment
that supports teaching and learning,”
school officials said in a statement.

Three people were also arrested at the
school inrelation to a protest Friday, of-
ficials said.

At Indiana University Bloomington,
where university police had arrested 33
people at an encampment this past
week, campus and state police arrested
23 more protesters Saturday. Officials
said a group had “erected numerous

the stated intention to occupy the uni-
versity space indefinitely.”

Schools across the country have used
differing strategies over the pastweek to
tamp down protests. Some have
backed off and sought to de-escalate
tensions, while at other colleges, like
the University of Southern California
and Emory University, police have
rushed in to break up encampments
and arrest students and faculty mem-
bers, among others.

Atsome demonstrations, there were
some reports of injuries, but in many
cases, the arrests have been peaceful,
and protesters have often willingly
given themselves up when officers
moved in.

On Saturday, there appeared tobe in-
creased police presence on several cam-
puses, though not all of them have made
arrests. At the University of Pennsylva-
nia, more than a dozen campus police
officers were stationed along barricades,
with more than 100 protestersinanen-
campment and about a dozen pro-Is-
rael counterprotesters across the cam-
puswalk.

Across the country at the California
State Polytechnic University, Hum-
boldt, officers were stationed all over the
now-closed campus after protesters oc-
cupied two buildings this past week.
About three dozen protesters were in-
sidean encampment.

Beyond arrests, schools are using
other measures to apply pressure.

At Harvard, access to its historic Har-
vard Yard was restricted, allowing in
only those who showed a university ID.
The university also suspended a pro-

supporters set up an encampment in
the yard nonetheless.

On Saturday, Harvard's dean of stu-
dents sentan email to the student body
warning that anyone participating in
the encampment faced discipline. But
there was no sign of any impending po-
lice operation.

At Cornell University, the student
newspaper, The Cornell Daily Sun, re-
ported Friday that four students con-
nected with the pro-Palestinian en-
campment on campus had been
suspended from the school. Cornell offi-
cials confirmed the suspensions were
issued but declined to provide a num-
ber.

In a statement Saturday afternoon,
the university’s vice president for uni-
versity relations, Joel Malina, said that
the school had asked the protesters to
move to an area “where noise would not
disturb classes” and where people could
easily avoid the encampment, but he
said that offer was rejected.

Malina also said the university was
prepared to issue additional suspen-
sions, “aswell as referrals to HR for em-
ployee participants.”

Nick Wilson, a student who said he
was among those suspended, said inan
opinion article for The Cornell Daily
Sun that he and others had been with-
drawn from their current courses and
that they were not allowed on campus.
Still, he wrote, the suspension “in an
odd way” gave him hope. By his reason-
ing, institutions like Cornell would not
have suspended him and others “unless
they truly fear our movement may suc-
ceed.”



